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and compiling documents which resulted in 
authoring a book entitled, ‘‘Black America Se-
ries: Orlando, Florida,’’ in 2003. She is also 
credited with preserving one of Orlando’s 
unique landmarks, The Wells’ Built Hotel, 
which housed some of America’s most promi-
nent citizens, including Justice Thurgood Mar-
shall, Ray Charles, Ella Fitzgerald, Jackie 
Robinson and many more. She helped to se-
cure funds to convert the hotel into a museum 
which is known today as The Wells’ Built Mu-
seum of African American History. 

In November of 2006, she was elected by 
the constituents of District 39 in Orlando to 
serve as the first African-American female to 
represent Orange County in the Florida House 
of Representatives. During her tenure in the 
House she has filed legislation to outlaw the 
mutilation of young women, increase penalties 
for hate crime perpetrators, provide $1.8 mil-
lion in trust fund monies for a student who 
was injured in a local public school, and in-
crease access to healthcare for women diag-
nosed with breast cancer. On November 18, 
2008, she was unanimously selected by her 
legislative colleagues to serve as the Demo-
cratic Leader Pro Tempore, the second high-
est ranking Democrat in the Florida House of 
Representatives. 

Madam Speaker, as Black History Month 
comes to a close, it is with great honor that I 
highlight my friend and fellow champion for 
human and civil rights Geraldine ‘‘Geri’’ 
Thompson. State Representative Thompson 
has been a crucial advocate for women’s 
rights and the African-American community. 
She is a true role model and example of what 
a public servant should be. Her numerous 
contributions will leave a lasting legacy in our 
central Florida community, in the state of Flor-
ida, and for her family. I know her husband, 
the Honorable Emerson R. Thompson, Jr., 
and her three children, Laurise, Emerson III, 
and Elizabeth, and her four grandchildren are 
proud of what she has accomplished. We all 
benefit from her service and dedication. 
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ON THE OCCASION OF THE 78TH 
BIRTHDAY OF SENATOR EDWARD 
M. KENNEDY 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 22, 2010 

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, I offer these 
few words in observation and in celebration of 
the birthday of a man who remains very much 
with us as we go about the people’s busi-
ness—Senator Ted Kennedy. 

No one fought harder for the causes in 
which he believed, but he also believed in 
working across the aisle and in reaching out to 
find common ground. 

No one believed more deeply in providing 
universal health care to all Americans and I 
know that if he were still in the United States 
Senate, he would have been working overtime 
to help us find a way to make health care a 
reality for everyone. 

Those of us who are blessed to have known 
him and to be wrapped in his special embrace 
of friendship miss him deeply. 

But we can feel him at our shoulder, urging 
us on, helping us find joy in battle, satisfaction 
in doing our best, and taking inspiration from 

the people who need us most and who cannot 
speak for themselves. And we can still be 
touched by his example, his belief in a com-
mon respect that each of us is here to do our 
best to make our nation better. 

On this day when Senator Kennedy would 
be 78, let us give ourselves a gift—let us be 
worthy of his unfailing optimism—let us work 
together a little harder, get along a little better, 
and spend the few precious moments we are 
allotted bringing all Americans freedom to live 
a healthy life. 

Happy birthday, my friend, and God bless 
you. 
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HONORING ANN LAM WONG AND 
SHARON DRAVVORN, RECIPIENTS 
OF THE MILKEN NATIONAL EDU-
CATOR AWARDS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 22, 2010 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to recognize Ann Lam Wong and 
Sharon Dravvorn, recipients of 2009 Milken 
Family Foundation National Educator Awards. 
The Milken Foundation honors teachers, prin-
cipals, and specialists throughout America with 
$25,000 individual awards. Criteria for indi-
vidual awards include exceptional education 
talent based on student results in the class-
room, educational accomplishments outside of 
the classroom, and professional leadership. All 
of the recipients of the awards will attend the 
Milken Educator Forum in Los Angeles, Calif., 
in May. 

Ann Lam Wong is a biology teacher at West 
Springfield High School in Springfield, Va. She 
teaches several sections of biology, and 100 
percent of her students passed the Virginia 
Standards of Learning tests in biology with 68 
percent passing at an advanced level. Wong 
also teaches AP biology, where 75 percent of 
her students passed the AP examination with 
a score of 3 or higher. 

In addition to teaching biology, Wong men-
tors students who are having a hard time 
transitioning to high school. She started an AP 
summer academy, which increased AP enroll-
ment requests at West Springfield High School 
by 27 percent. Wong also is the advisor for 
her students’ Asian American Student Asso-
ciation. 

Sharon Dravvorn teaches 9th and 10th 
grade mathematics at Woodbridge High 
School in Woodbridge, Va. Dravvorn incor-
porates a broad range of tools in her class-
room, including the use of classical music, 
logic games, and visual aids. She focuses on 
teaching students that failed their 8th grade 
Standards of Learning exams. Ninety-five per-
cent of those students who have received ad-
ditional instruction from Dravvorn went on to 
pass their exams. 

Along with teaching mathematics, Dravvorn 
is a role model for other teachers in the area. 
She mentors fellow teachers, leads a book 
club for teachers, and teaches training 
courses for her peers. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring Ann Lam Wong and Sharon 
Dravvorn as examples of outstanding edu-
cators through their exceptional work in and 
outside of the classroom. They are role mod-
els for both their students and other teachers. 

170TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE AVE-
NUE L MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH IN GALVESTON, TEXAS 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 22, 2010 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, February 28th 
marks the 170th anniversary of the Avenue L 
Missionary Baptist Church in Galveston, 
Texas. The Avenue L Missionary Baptist 
Church will commemorate this anniversary 
with a series of events through this month, in-
cluding a grand parade and old fashioned pic-
nic on February 20th. 

One of the oldest black churches in Texas, 
Avenue L Baptist is the mother church of Afri-
can-American worship in the entire state of 
Texas. Texas Avenue L Baptist began as the 
Colored Baptist Church, a congregation orga-
nized by Reverend James Hutchinson to serve 
Galveston’s slave population. In 1855, First 
Baptist trustees Gail Borden, Jr., John S. 
Sydnor, and Reverend Huckins purchased 
land from the Galveston City Company for use 
by the congregation of Colored Baptist’s suc-
cessor, the African Baptist Church. After the 
Civil War, the property was formally deeded to 
the African Baptist Church, who where reorga-
nized under Reverend Israel S. Campbell as 
the First Regular Missionary Baptist Church in 
1867. The church adopted the name Avenue 
L Missionary Baptist in 1903. 

In 1916, construction of the present brick 
church building commenced. Many fund-rais-
ing activities where undertaken by the people 
of Galveston to raise the funds for the church. 
The new structure included art glass 
windowpanes, a furnace to supply steam heat, 
and a baptizing pool. A pipe organ was in-
stalled in 1921. Reverend H.M. Williams spoke 
for all of his congregants when he said ‘‘Our 
Church is a most beautiful one.’’ Today, al-
most ninety years later, Avenue L Missionary 
Baptist remains a most beautiful church. 

In 1973 work began on renovations, includ-
ing the additions of air-conditioning, and cen-
tral heating. In 1977, the Church’s stained 
glass windows where refurbished and covered 
with a protective shield. Reverend R.E. 
McKeen, who served as pastor of Avenue L 
Missionary Baptist, during the renovation also 
began broadcasting sermons on local radio. 

Among the prominent pastors who have 
served at Avenue L Missionary Baptist Church 
are Reverend H.M. Williams, who served as 
moderator of the Lincoln District Baptist Asso-
ciation and led the rebuilding of the church 
after the hurricane of 1900 and the Reverend 
G.L. Price who served as President of the Na-
tional Baptist Convention of American and the 
Mary Allen College. Reverend Andrew Walker 
Berry, who served as Pastor from 1985 to 
1990 was a noted composer and prolific writer 
of prospectuses and pamphlets. Reverend 
Berry also has over 100 gospel songs pub-
lished through his company ‘‘Musico.’’ 

The Avenue L Missionary Baptists Church 
remains a pillar of the Galveston Community. 
Every Sunday hundreds gather in the church 
for services. In addition, Avenue L Missionary 
serves the Galveston community with a variety 
of missionaries including the Young Adult 
Christian League, the Logos Bible Class, Mid- 
week prayer and Bible study, the General Mis-
sion, Jr. Melodic Messengers, and the Young 
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